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the moon. 


La s, quarter, 5 *: new. .3th; first quarter. 2,st; full. 2?th 
There arc two interesting occultat.ons dunng the mo „, h 
especially that of Neptune, which occurs on the 2nd. and l a , k 

^On the ^-tlhf Ceti, of magnitude 43a. is occulted fro m ? 2J 


the planets. 


is at her greatest brilliancy towards the end of the 
month when she sets before six o'clock. This planet pre Sc „ ts 
„ rc , t difficulties in her definition, firstly on account of her 0 «n 
brightness, and secondly by reason of her proximity to the Sun. 
She is about as large as the Earth, her equatorial diameter being 
onlv 100 miles less. 

Like the Moon and Mercury, she exhibits different phases 
during her journey round the Sun. being full when she passes 
beyond the Sun, or in astronomical parlance, is in superior 
conjunction, while shortly before and after inferior conjunction 
(when she is between us and the Sun), she appears as a crescent, 
and then also is largest on account of her comparative nearness 
to the Earth. 

When at greatest elongation, or furthest away from the Sun 
in the sky from our point of view, she is like the Moon in 
quadrature, just half visible. 

Very little is known about Venus’s actual condition. We 
may conclude she is enveloped by a vaporous atmosphere, as all 
observations tend to prove it. She also seems to possess 
mountains, for the line of separation between the shadow and 
the illuminated portion of the planet is unevenly notched and 
indented, but if so, they must be much more lofty than any on 
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nsull.itmns and so-called pived Stars arc named in black ink : the former in capital loiters, the latter in small ones 
I be Moon and Planets a 


Ibe Moon is represented by o 


lre marked in red ink 


by its phases : the Planets by their symbols, thus— Neptune y 
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